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Commissioner for Patents 



1 . Newly amended claims 5-10 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed 
for the following reasons: the original claims were drawn to an expansive element, the newly amended claims are now drawn to an 
actuator which is distinct for the original claims. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this invention has been constructively 
elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

2. The timely submission under 37 CFR 1 . 129(a) filed on 3-10-02 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action because the 
invention has been changed. Since the submission appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a complete reply to the prior Office 
action, applicant is given a shortened statutory period of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of this letter, 
whichever is longer, to submit a complete reply. This shortened statutory period supersedes the time period set in the prior Office 
action. This time period may be extended pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a). If a notice of appeal and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
were filed prior to or with the payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(r), the payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(r) by 
applicant is construed as a request to dismiss the appeal and to continue prosecution under 37 CFR 1.129(a). The appeal stands 
dismissed. 



3 . Any inquiry regarding this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Archene 
Turner, whose telephone number is (703) 308-4344. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday to Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. 

A facsimile center has been established in Group 1700, Crystal Plaza 2, 8th floor, reception area. The hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday, 8:45 AM to 4:45 PM. The telecopier number for accessing the facsimile machine is (703) 305-3599 (for 
official after final faxes) or (703) 305-5408 (for all other official faxes). This location should be used in all instances when faxing any 
correspondence to Art Unit 1775. Use of the Group 1700 center will facilitate rapid delivery of materials to Examiners in Art Unit 
1775. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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